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On September 5, 1955, The 

Most Rev. John G. Bennett, 

D.D.  dedicated Marion’s new 

$600,000 high school - Bennett 

High School. The school was a 

vision of families due to the 

increased enrollment at St. 

Paul High School located at 9th 

and Branson Streets. The Class 

of 1956 may recall the number 

of high school students from 

1952 to 1954 necessitated the 

use of temporary buildings     

located opposite of the       

coliseum.  The new Bennett 

High School opened with ten 

classrooms, a library, study 

hall, two laboratories, an audio

-visual room, home economics 

department, woodworking shop, kitchen, cafeteria and a 2,500 seat              

gymnasium. While the high school  students relocated to this new facility,        

St. Paul School remained at the previous location providing a grade school with 

full elementary facilities. The following page shares memories from the first 

class to graduate from Bennett High School  60 years ago. Like the early years  

of St. Paul School, things have changed since the graduation of the Class of 

1956; however, two things remain constant—the pride we have in our heritage 

and the educational excellence we provide to  students in Grant County. 
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School Mission 

St. Paul Parish is committed to handing on 

the faith to its children and toward that 

end, we shall provide our students with a    

Catholic education which is dedicated to 

preparing them academically and spiritually 

for life's challenges.  

St. Paul Catholic 
Church & School 

@StPaulMarion 



 

A Message from                    

Father                  

Weisenberger 

In this note I am going to make two 

points. First, almost any celebration 

includes three elements:                        

1. Remembering the past; 2. Rejoicing 

in the present; 3. Hoping for the future. 

As we observe an important anniver-

sary for our school, all of these aspects 

are present. There will be a lot of     

stories about “the old days.” Almost  

certainly we will consider what is    

happening in our school now and hope 

that the school has a bright future to 

come. May our remembering help us 

to build that future. 

Second, what is “a long time?” Our 

sense of that changes as we age. When 

I was a small child a few minutes often 

seemed to drag on forever. As I have 

gotten older, time usually seems to fly 

by. Is sixty years a long time? It is well 

over one-half of a human life span. 

However, it is less than 3 percent of 

the existence of the Church. It is a tiny 

speck of the time since the creation of 

the universe. I am trying, I am not sure 

how successfully, to put ourselves and 

our lives into some context. We are 

each incredibly precious because we 

are created in the image and likeness 

of God. At the same time, we are not 

the center of the universe. Perhaps, 

what I am really trying to say was    

expressed far better by St. Paul when 

he wrote, “we hold this treasure in    

earthen vessels, that the surpassing 

power may be of God and not of 

us.” (II Cor. 4:7) May we rejoice in our 

accomplishments and even in our    

failures, but above all may we give  

glory and thanks to God. 

60 Years Ago. . . 



A Message from             

Principal Cindy  

Mauman 
 

Graduation time is a poignant time when 

memories of the past years rush by. 

Most of our sixth grade graduates have 

been with the St. Paul family since pre-

school. For many of them that means 

they have wondered these halls for nine 

years. This is home to them and they are 

family. It is hard to watch them walk out 

on that last day knowing that when we 

return in August, they will not be with us.  

Several of the younger children had tears 

in their eyes as they said good-bye on 

that last school day. The ‘big’ kids have 

been their mentors, their reading       

buddies, and someone they could count 

on for reassurance when needed.        

Although it is hard to watch them leave, 

it is comforting to know they are well    

prepared academically and spiritually    

to take on life’s challenges. Friendships 

made here will last a lifetime. I was     

recently looking through yearbooks from 

the 1970’s and 1980’s to find pictures of    

Marie (Brandle) Williams when she was 

teacher and principal here at St. Paul 

School. Memories flooded back as I took 

a walk down memory lane with several 

others here at school. Time does fly by 

but memories of time spent with good 

friends last a lifetime. We wish each of 

our graduates God’s abundant blessings 

as they take their next steps.  

Around the School 
 

Visit  

stpaulcatholicmarion.com 

& check out the 

Development Blog! 

St. Paul Class of  2016 

The St. Paul Class of 2016     

graduated on Wednesday,     

May 25, 2016. Following mass, 

the seven students received 

their diplomas and then    

gathered in McCarthy Hall 

with their family to celebrate. 

We welcome these new          

St. Paul Alumni! 

Front row (left to right): Kennedy Miller, Mia de las 
Alas, Michelle Marin, Evie Tracy; Back Row (left to 
right): Jaden Sebastian, Erin Glessner, John Oliver 

The 3A Boys Basketball State Champion Marion     

Giants stopped by to share the community               

excitement with students. 

Preschool Graduates 

Mrs. Mauman with 

her former           

kindergarten       

student, Marion 

Giants Player       

Andreas Aguilar.  

Kindergarten Graduates 

Above: As part of the Grant County Community 

Foundation Youth Grant Program, sixth grade 

students gathered items to help the local   

Pregnancy Help Center.  

Right: Marion Mayor Jess Alumbaugh shared a 

story with students on the last day of school. 



IN MEMORY 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Patti Davis Price, 1972, retired in 2015 after 30 years as an  

optical sales representative. She and her husband, Dr. Herb 

Price, reside in Logansport, IN. 

Pauline Kipskind Libengood, 1947, resides in Catonsville, 

MD. 

Tom Hipskind, 1954, resides in Logansport, IN. 

Stephen White, 1956, is retired in Palm Harbor, FL. 

ALUMNI THIS & THAT 
Note that the year listed for alumni is the last year the class an individual was a member of attended St. Paul/Bennett. 

Update your status! 

Share news of your marriage, new child,              
awards, graduations & location. 

Please provide information on those who                 
have passed away.  

All information may be emailed to 
kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com. 

Jennifer Jenkins Riddle, 1990, passed away 

March 18, 2016. 

Mary Goff Kearney, 1941, passed away May 30, 2016. 

Julie Fitzgerald, 1986, passed away June 10, 2016. 

AWARDS 

Ian Reynolds, 2010, was inducted into the National Honor 

Society at Marion High School.  

Greer Decker, 2012, was inducted in the National Spanish 

Honor Society at Marion High School. 

Daniella Lopez, 2012, was inducted in the National Spanish 

Honor Society at Marion High School. 

Jessica Mooney, 2012, was inducted in the National Spanish 

Honor Society at Marion High School. 

Kaylynn Scher, 2012, was inducted in the National Spanish 

Honor Society at Marion High School. 

Addison Wine, 2012, was inducted into Mu Alpha Theta 

math honorary at Eastbrook  High School. 

Ashton Wine, 2013, was inducted into the National Honor 

Society at Eastbrook High School. 

GRADUATIONS 

Marion High School Graduates 

Steavee Byer, 2011 

Danielle Decker, 2010 

Tiffany Seeler, 2011 

Zachary Spitzer, 2010 

An Auction Recap 

The 31st St. Paul Auction was an evening filled with fun 

times mixed with benevolent giving by the more than 

160 attendees. Mingling in the festively decorated 

McKeown Gymnasium, guests enjoyed delicious food 

while bidding on silent and live auction items. Through 

the support of the underwriters, donations for the 

auction, the generosity of those attending the auction 

and the help of volunteers, the evening was a success! The very  popular question now is how 

much did the auction raise to help with student scholarships. While the numbers are still being 

finalized, it can be shared that we made around $35,000 to assist families with the cost of tuition 

at St. Paul Catholic School. A huge thank you goes out to everyone who had a hand in making 

this event the success it was this year and for continuing to support it and St. Paul Catholic 

School over the years. You truly make a difference in the future of the students! 

Raffle Winners 

The winners of the 

raffle were: 

$10,000 Prize Winner: 

Joe Weimer 

$1,000 Prize Winner: 

Bill Gartland 

$500 Prize Winner: 

Matthews Buick 

$250 Prize Winner: 

Nick Wike 



 Keep us updated! 

Please update your contact        

information if you move and      

include a note telling us a little 

about what you are doing now. 

 

Cut out this slip and mail it to us at 

the address below. You are also 

welcome to update your             

information by contacting          

Kelly Scher by calling                     

765-662-2883 ext. 110                    

or emailing 

kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com. 

Please check: I am a(n)             Alumnus/a                    Parishioner                Friend of St. Paul 

___ Mr.  ___ Mrs.  ___ Ms.   ___ Dr.  ___ Fr.  ___ Sr. 

 
            
First Name  Maiden Name (if applicable)  Last Name 
 
            
Street Address     City  State  Zip Code 
 
            
Home Phone  Cell Phone   Email 
 
            
St. Paul/Bennett Graduation Year   Last Grade Attended at St. Paul/Bennett 
 
            
Occupation/Title    Employer 
 
Matching Employer Y N 
 
Spouse         Alumnus/a  Y  (Year _____)    N 
 
Child                  Age                Child                   Age     
 
Child                  Age                Child                   Age     

Do You Recall? 

St. Paul High School 
Fall 1933 to Spring 1955 



ST. PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

1009 W KEM ROAD 

MARION, IN 46952 

 

Return address requested 


